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Time to make a change
Wildfires are an ever-present threat in Southern California,
where hot, dry climates and seasonal Santa Ana winds
create ideal fire conditions. As communities continue to
expand into wildland areas, the risk to homes and
neighborhoods only grows. Being proactive is critical —
homeowners and HOAs must take steps before a wildfire
occurs to reduce hazards. A prepared home and community
have a far greater chance of surviving a wildfire, and early
planning can protect both property and lives.

At Embershield Advisors, our mission is to help you get
there. Founded and led by experienced, professional
firefighters with decades of service on the front lines of
California wildfires, our team understands what it takes to
protect a home under real-world fire conditions. We offer
expert wildfire mitigation assessments, home hardening
guidance, and defensible space planning to ensure your
property is as fire-ready as possible. You can trust our first-
hand knowledge to give you the same practical, proven
advice we use in the field to help determine if a home can be
defended during a wildfire.



Home Hardening

Home hardening means making your house more
resistant to fire. Start with the building itself:
use fire-resistant roofing materials (Class A rated
shingles, metal, or tile) and ensure eaves and
soffits are enclosed to prevent embers from
getting in. Install fine mesh screens or special
ember-resistant vents on all attic and crawl
space openings so that burning embers can’t
enter. Dual-pane windows (with at least one
tempered glass pane) are recommended – they
hold up better against a wildfire’s heat. Also,
choose non-combustible or ignition-resistant
materials for siding, trim, and fences whenever
possible. These building improvements greatly
reduce the chance of wind-blown embers
igniting your home.

Maintenance and small upgrades are just as important. Keep roofs and rain
gutters clear of dead leaves, pine needles, and debris – anything that could
catch fire from embers. Remove flammable items from around the structure’s
exterior. For example, move firewood piles, propane tanks, or other fuel
sources at least 30 feet away from the house. If you have a wooden fence
attached to the building, consider replacing the section nearest the house
with metal or another non-flammable material. By systematically hardening
your home and keeping it clear of fuels, you substantially increase its ability
to withstand a wildfire.

Embershield Advisors team can help



Defensible Space

Defensible space is the buffer you create
between a building and the grass, shrubs, or
trees that surround it. In California it is often
required to maintain at least 100 feet of
clearance (or to your property line) around
homes in fire-prone areas. This does not mean
cutting everything down; rather, it involves
managing vegetation to reduce fire intensity.
Start closest to the house and work outward.
Within the first 5 feet, use non-flammable
landscaping (rock, stone, or irrigated gravel
beds) and avoid having any combustible
materials next to the walls. This immediate zone
should be kept clear of dry leaves, mulch, or
flammable plants because it’s the most critical
area to keep fire away from your home.

From 5 to 30 feet out, regularly remove dead vegetation and keep plants low, green, and
spaced apart. Trim tree limbs so that no branches hang over your roof or near chimneys, and
prune the lower branches of trees (up to 6–10 feet from the ground) to prevent a fire on the
ground from climbing up. In the outer zone from 30 to 100 feet, focus on thinning out dense
brush and separating clumps of vegetation so fires cannot travel as easily. Mow grasses and
weeds to a low height and remove accumulations of dried brush. If your property is smaller, do
the best you can within its boundaries – any fuel reduction is better than none. Defensible space
not only helps protect your own house from encroaching flames, but also slows the fire and
creates a safer area for firefighters to work if they defend your neighborhood.



Evacuation Preparedness

Even with a hardened home and good defensible
space, wildfires can still threaten quickly, so
preparation for evacuation is essential. Develop a
family evacuation plan long before a fire starts.
Know your routes: identify at least two different
escape routes from your home and neighborhood
in case roads are blocked. Ensure all members of
your household know where to go and how to
communicate if you become separated. It’s wise
to designate a meetup location outside the
danger zone and have an out-of-area contact
person that everyone can check in with. If you
have pets or large animals, include them in your
plan by preparing pet carriers or trailers in
advance.

As part of being ready to evacuate, assemble an emergency supply kit (a “go
bag”) with necessities to take if you leave on short notice. This kit should
include important documents, medications, basic first aid supplies, essential
personal items, and some food and water. Keep your vehicle fuel tank at
least half full during fire season and park facing outward for a quick
departure. Stay aware of fire weather warnings and sign up for local
emergency alert services so you will be notified of any evacuation orders. If
authorities issue an evacuation order, leave early – do not wait until the last
minute when smoke and fire are at your doorstep. Early evacuation keeps
roads clear for firefighters and ensures you won’t be trapped by worsening
conditions. Remember that things can be replaced, but lives cannot, so
always prioritize safety and heed evacuation warnings.



Learn What
Firefighters

Look For



When a wildfire strikes and resources are stretched thin, fire crews must
quickly decide which homes they can defend safely and effectively. They will
evaluate a home’s defensibility on the fly – looking at how much defensible
space surrounds it, what the building is made of, and how easy it is to
access. A house that has cleared brush and safe clearance, plus fire-
resistant construction (such as a non-combustible roof and covered vents),
gives firefighters a fighting chance to save it. Good access (clearly visible
address, an accessible driveway with room for engines to turn, and an
available water supply like a hydrant or pool) also factors into their decision.
In an extreme fire situation, crews simply cannot defend every structure, so
they must prioritize. Homes that are overgrown with vegetation or have
combustible debris piled around them will be very difficult and dangerous to
protect when flames are approaching. In contrast, a well-prepared home is
far more likely to be judged defendable under intense wildfire conditions.
Firefighters want to protect as many homes as possible, so they will focus
on those that offer the best chance of success with the limited time and
water they have. The important takeaway for residents is that your
preparation makes a difference – the work you do now in hardening your
home and creating defensible space directly influences how a fire crew will
assess and prioritize saving your home when a wildfire is on your doorstep.



Wildfire mitigation requires effort from
homeowners, HOAs, and the whole community,
but it pays off by greatly improving safety. By
hardening homes, managing vegetation, and
preparing for evacuation, residents in Southern
California can significantly reduce the threat that
wildfires pose. These measures work together: a
home built or retrofitted with fire-resistant
features and surrounded by defensible space
stands a much better chance of surviving a
wildfire. In turn, a well-prepared community
(with cleared common areas, fire-safe
landscaping, and informed residents) can help
slow a fire’s spread and protect everyone’s
property. While it’s impossible to eliminate
wildfire risk entirely, taking these proactive steps
will minimize the danger and damage. Wildfires
are inevitable in our region, but by acting now to
mitigate risks, we can live safer and smarter
alongside that reality.
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